DATE: 
Governor-elect Robert McDonnell


P.O. Box 588




Richmond, VA 23218





Dear Governor-elect McDonnell:
As a resident of the historic Parkfairfax neighborhood in Alexandria, I write to express my strong opposition to the proposed I-95/I-395 HOT lanes project – especially the significant redesign of the Shirlington Circle immediately adjacent to our community that is called for in the current plans.
This public-private partnership will effectively cede long-term control of Virginia’s public highway infrastructure to a private firm whose goal of maximizing return on investment via toll revenue is not necessarily aligned with the best interests of Virginia’s taxpayers.  Far more cost-effective and lower-impact alternative solutions to reducing congestion in the I-95/I-395 corridor than building and maintaining new HOT lanes exist – such as investing public resources in HOV expansion to Fredericksburg, expanding bus service, and increasing HOV restrictions from 3 to 4 persons per vehicle.   
While the Parkfairfax community understands that the project will be delayed temporarily due to financing difficulties, we continue to believe that the HOT lanes project’s Categorical Exclusion is both improper and inadequate and an Environmental Impact Statement – as called for under the National Environmental Policy Act and its implementing federal regulations – should be conducted to assess the full range of environmental impacts and transportation alternatives available for the corridor.  
Our main concerns about the project include:

· Bad Bargain for Virginia Taxpayers.  The total cost and impact of adding HOT lanes to I-95/395, and allowing a private company to set, collect, and profit from variable rate tolls for 75 years, makes this public/private partnership a very bad deal for Virginia taxpayers.  Under the terms of the current agreement, Virginia actually would have to pay the private company penalties if too many car-pool vehicles use the HOT lanes.  In addition, the tolls could be so high that only the well-off would be able to afford to use the lanes.
· Worse Overall Congestion on I-95/395.  Replacing the existing two HOV lanes on I-95/395 with three HOT lanes will increase congestion on the roadway, not reduce it.  People who now car-pool will be given incentives to drive their own vehicles.  Virginia could be prohibited from making roadway improvements near the HOT lanes without paying more penalties to the private company.  The 14th Street Bridge will not be able to accommodate the new traffic from the HOT lanes, leading to severe back-ups.  And more traffic accidents will result from the placement of three lanes in a space designed for two and the elimination of safety shoulders.
· Worse Traffic Congestion near Shirlington Circle.  To accommodate a new northbound HOT lanes off-ramp, VDOT plans to install five, new traffic lights at the intersections feeding Shirlington Circle adjacent to Parkfairfax.  These new lights would slow cars in the Circle and cause traffic and air pollution to back up into Parkfairfax.  Moreover, to avoid congestion on the Circle, frustrated motorists might cut through Parkfairfax to or from the nearby Glebe Road highway entrance, increasing congestion and decreasing safety in Parkfairfax and in front of the Charles Barrett Elementary School across from our community.  
· Multi-Year Construction near Parkfairfax.  VDOT anticipates that it could take five years to add new lanes and lights to Shirlington Circle.  This process would entail a virtually complete reconstruction of the Circle, subjecting local residents to considerable noise and pollution during construction and once the HOT lanes open.  At least 30 Parkfairfax residential units could be rendered uninhabitable for the duration of the construction.  During the construction, the property values of all Parkfairfax residences may decrease significantly – and this decrease may continue after construction due to permanent increases in noise, pollution, and cut-through traffic.

· Damage to Parkfairfax Buildings.  A number of Parkfairfax’s historic, residential buildings currently suffer from foundation cracks and settlement issues because they are built on vibration-sensitive layers of marine clay over an aquifer.  Our buildings could experience significant additional damage caused by years of nearby blasting and drilling for demolition and construction of the HOT lanes project.  
Since we understand that the Virginia Department of Transportation desires that the HOT lanes project continue to move forward, I request that the Commonwealth conduct a full Environmental Impact Statement on the project that explores both the significant impacts on communities along the I-95/I-395 corridor and meaningful transportation alternatives to the HOT lanes proposal.  
Thank you for your consideration of these concerns.  Please let me know if you have any questions.  I look forward to your reply.
Sincerely,
NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY, STATE, ZIP:

E-MAIL (optional):
